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Air Updates

Forwarders Predict Fall in Airfreight Rates as E-Commerce Eyes Sea Freight

Forwarders are warning that, although the airfreight market currently seems stable, conditions
could change very quickly, and the longer-term outlook could be challenging for airlines as e-

commerce platforms look to sea freight instead.

“So far, volumes from China to the U.S. have not reduced significantly, but it is very much
dependent on U.S. tariff policy; so it could go upside down overnight,” said one Shanghai-based
airfreight forwarder.

The forwarder said e-commerce is likely to become a less reliable source of tonnage for carriers,
which could hit rates.

“From what | understand, the e-commerce platforms are all preparing to send cargo by sea, then
keep the shipments in overseas facilities/bonded areas, to make final deliveries when the orders

are placed. Sending those shipments by air won’t work for most e-commerce in the long run.”

Read more in an article from The Loadstar.

London Heathrow Airport Now 'Fully Operational' After Electricity Station Fire


https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c9cdfd42-4d38-42f0-952c-6fd2db9cda87%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyx38cnp6yrb4edu62whecdqpubv6dxt7erbjchjq4wtde1t6at39cdu2utk1dhp2uube5ngpjwk6e9jpjtv8egpq4rbmcntjurbk5njp6vvddnjq4rv55njqjtbk5ntpar9dctt6aub7d1u2y%26n%3D6&data=eJx1jjtzqzAQhX8N7sig1QMoKJLxdZcut85IWgkMV7IQEsT__spO2sxssY-z3zl6EMTwvudaKkHICYdovLxum_Ta1Daa6zilF31zJzeoSX6M7__-7p-3P6dtULdcNFsFb4QRCqxhtbUg6qsLt5gqev6FVLHGONpS9qKv1sonPA4_X6z5zT8PU0phq-hrBZdS388yuI0_qXCR_n5MJprSuopeivT8FFUgynzePnWv0SKDmiHtaga2qXsOuhYWAVU5yq4t4lzEhswrO3aLyTqtgXYJFoEkcA-O6d5xl2kzTSv3hEmc3GPfaTKK8aAd9qnlQB_GEQoMSW67gy5tt873L9ppH8Q9KmYwCyiRNa4hq13gV2pNVLOeHuYJDUlCJlqCZchpITgFyFkZ7scwH4sw_RzmtHdmDCuLymmf5hzVwv0cxL4j-sKJOy_zOqfHPgUZe9SpcLNqSy64l5C-ZBT_AVjOr0c%25

London Heathrow Airport was shut down for 18 hours on Friday after a fire at a nearby electrical
substation. However, airlines warned that disruptions would continue for days as they worked to
get planes, crews, and passengers back on track.

“We have hundreds of additional colleagues on hand in our terminals and we have added flights
to today’s schedule to facilitate an extra 10,000 passengers traveling through the airport,”

Heathrow said.

British Airways, the airport’s biggest airline, said recovering from such a major incident is

“extremely complex.”

The fire broke out at a substation 3.2 km from Heathrow, cutting power to the airport and over
60,000 properties. On Friday, more than 1,300 flights were cancelled, leaving around 200,000

people stranded.

Read more in an article from Euronews on Yahoo News.

Ocean Updates

Port of Montreal Negotiation Update: MEA, Longshoremen's Union

Since November 25, the MEA and the Longshoremen’s Union have been engaged in a 90-day
mediation process, which was supposed to end on February 14. At the mediator’s suggestion,
both parties agreed to extend the process until March 14. The parties and the mediator continued
discussions in an effort to find common ground, with the goal of reaching a negotiated collective
agreement.

The special mediator informed the parties on March 19 that he no longer saw any potential
agreement between the two parties and ended the mediation process.

The end of mediation triggers the process of arbitration, to which both parties must submit.

Information from the MEA website.


https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c9cdfd42-4d38-42f0-952c-6fd2db9cda87%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyrv15tq6axvk5twp2u3fdwq66vvd5xp6yvk4dxq2uu35c5u6gwkfewpp2ubje1qq4x1ddtqqebb6enp6ry9d64rk2e9n6gr38d9ed1u6uv0%26n%3D7&data=eJx1jU1zgyAQQH-NuZmR5UM9eGgnza239pxBFtRYVBA0-fclaa-Z4QDL2_dUI4jmdc2VbAUhB2y8nuSwrnJSOjdeD10fjmq2B9u0vfzqPn--t8v8cVibdo6JWTN4J4xQYAXLjQGRD3aZfcjo6YUpY4W2tKTsqAZj5FPum_8tVrzqx6YPYVkz-pbBOZ2_ZbnYlT-tcJbTfe-11-lqM3pO6OkJZSDS-7ReVK3QIIOcIa1yBqbIaw4qFwYB2_QpqzLBMcGaXB3bN4PBWKWAVgFGgWThE1imasttpEXfOz4RJrG3j3mlSCe6nVZYh5IDfYQ9JBmSWFY7HcvKXe9-Izw4IW_byMO-QKQGdyfEtiG_LeK-jQxvDmKkXPGYfKPR-5K49qqJc-xGEINzum2Fnhbh7zUK5kfQ9SQ6_4jr1BNxK1J-SvXyF_MunyQ%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c9cdfd42-4d38-42f0-952c-6fd2db9cda87%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6utb15thp2bv5drqpjvk6dwppwtb7dwqg%26n%3D8&data=eJx1jbtygzAQRb8Gd3jQ6oEoKJJx3KVLao_QA2FHIAmB4r-P7KTNzBb7OPes7BnStOuoFAND6KD6qGcxrauYpa5N1NNo01Eu7uD6wYqP8f3rc78sb4e1H5atMGsFr4ggDKQhtTHA6sn5JaYKn_4xVaTRDreYHOVkjHjKY_-XIs1__7fepuTXCr9UcC71GxberfRphbOY79nqqEvrKnwu6OkJVcDKfFovspPKKAI1UZjXBExTdxRkzYwCNZSj4G2BtwJrdA0k70Yl46QEzBPcmEKezuCI7Bx1G26sDXRGRCjrHnsu0cjGjLnqUksBPx5HKDKFtpZnfGt5uN6_96BzYFsaEE3Ww7BTFYO_7sWfvc9paFUOY8nOJcp_ABV7iHA%25

Rail and Truck Updates

Quebec's Thaw Period Begins Today in Zones 1 and 2

Quebec's Ministry of Transport and Sustainable Mobility announced on March 20 dates of the
thaw period for zones 1 and 2.

For those two areas of central and southern Quebec, load restrictions due to thaw will apply from
Monday, March 24 to Friday, May 23.

The target dates for Zone 3 have been pushed back. The thaw period is now expected to run
from March 31 to May 30.

Read more in an article from Transport Routier (translated from French).

International Business/Government
France Backs Using EU’s Top Trade Tool Against U.S. if Needed

France wants the European Union to consider deploying its most powerful retaliatory measure
against the U.S. for the first time ever if President Donald Trump uses tariffs to unfairly force the

bloc into policy changes.

France has joined a small group of EU countries that believes the so-called anti-coercion
instrument — a tool designed to strike back against nations that use trade and economic
measures coercively — should be on the table, according to people familiar with the matter, even if

it isn’t the preferred course of action, one of them said.

The anti-coercion instrument, which is subject to a number of conditions and steps, would
eventually allow the EU to deploy a broad range of retaliatory responses, including restrictions on
trade and services as well as certain intellectual property rights, foreign direct investment and

access to public procurement.

Read more in an article from Transport Topics.
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