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Ocean Updates 

  

Canadian Ports Are Not Ready: Point of View 

  

Since President Trump first threatened tariffs, there have been growing calls to help our 

businesses find new markets in Europe, Asia and the rest of the world. Finding new markets for 

our products would certainly help reduce the impact of U.S. tariffs on our economy. 

  

The problem is that our ports are not very productive and would struggle to handle the additional 

load of goods. 

  

Each year, the World Bank analyzes 405 ports around the world and ranks them based on the 

time spent at berth loading and unloading ships. Canada's largest container ports – Montreal, 

Vancouver and Prince Rupert – rank 351st, 363rd and 397th, respectively. 

  

Only the Port of Halifax, Canada's fourth busiest port, manages to rank among the top 100, in 

95th position. 

  

This directly affects our businesses. The longer a ship is processed, the longer it has to be 

immobilized, the higher the costs for the shipping company handling the cargo. 

  

The higher the transportation costs, the less competitive Canadian businesses are in foreign 

markets. Not to mention the added costs for all of us, the consumers, who rely on imports for 

some essentials. 

  

But why are Canadian ports so far behind? 

  

Technology, or rather the lack of it, is one of the main reasons. 

  

Read more in an article from Le Soleil (translated from French). 

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_71bb1551-e442-4430-a89a-3268d9c924f0%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6rtbkdxp6aubc5thpyv9fdxr6jvk9dxq76bvgdxmpwx1dchjjuxkncmqk4c1j6mqk0chf68t2yv35ecpq0vvjehtjurv1dtgp8ub5dttjuvk55ntpyvkm5nr62wtde1t6ax3k5n8k4h2jat752gu4a90m8da46d54jg9n9d15jh24a1cjy%26n%3D8&data=eJx1jzuP3CAURn-Np_PKPA2FiySTKXa7FCnSrDAPMyAYPwDb_z7MJO1KSHDRued-Vw4UaMI5kWKkAFzUsOoo7tsmotStWfV9sulNPsIlDL_exfnnB_wZPj9-X7ZhfOTKbA38DjBAEHe4NQbS9h7mx5oadP3C1OBOB9Qj_CbvxoiXfB3-d-Huq_l5sCnNW4O-NfBWz79mMYeNvKzwJuK5W73q-gwNulX0-oIaSGt93T57MI6AENBqjGGLMepawbhoEaRMcckhNl2Fc4U1cAvei1HJBCkhYgl6qsBMIgxY8kBCRp21C4kAC2XD859JMNFpR9WVegLRc_AKq0yB3LMd-Z4t7jzKoveFrmn06pipyKMkyc5n4UYdK3XFc3UsPR3LpI4w7wdQ0jqXDx9lWDyWwNF6d9IaWlOdBREt56UrxWmbXF4LUGmaWR6JSrUunpCYqt_XkCuFe1IaJCoO5ElkHlvoxDPulLHgXWBKYKoIdhOPXAHiLMQCSHfWZWLdhf0FrUC6Mw%25%25


  

U.S. Targets China Ships, Operators with Millions of Dollars in New Port Charges 

  

In a major retaliatory move against China, the United States is proposing expensive charges that 

could add millions of dollars in costs for ocean container lines and other carriers calling U.S. 

ports. 

The proposal by the office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR), published Friday 

in the Federal Register, sets fees as high as $1.5 million per U.S. port call for ships built in China 

and $500,000 for a vessel operator with even a single Chinese-built ship in its fleet, or on order 

with a China shipyard. 

  

The plan will send tremors through the maritime supply chain serving the world’s largest market, 

where major ocean carriers operate in a complex network of cooperation ranging from service 

routes to berthing arrangements and sharing of vessels. Carriers will likely pass on the expensive 

new fees to shippers in the form of surcharges and higher rates, who in turn will pass them on as 

higher prices for imported goods.  

  

Read more in an article from American Shipper. 

  

Towards Net-Zero: A Carbon Levy on the Horizon? – FIATA Message to Members 

  

During its 83rd session, scheduled for April 7 to 11, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) is set to approve its "mid-term greenhouse 

gas (GHG) reduction measures." These measures are part of the IMO's net-zero framework, 

aimed at achieving the GHG reduction objectives outlined in the 2023 IMO Strategy on Reduction 

of GHG Emissions from Ships, thereby facilitating the international shipping industry's transition 

to net-zero GHG emissions by or around, i.e. close to, 2050. The mid-term measures approved 

during the 83rd session are expected to be formally adopted in October 2025.  

  

The proposed "mid-term GHG reduction measures" include a goal-based marine fuel standard 

that will mandate the phased implementation of fuels with lower GHG intensity, alongside a global 

maritime GHG emissions pricing mechanism. Key components of this strategy involve the 

introduction of economic measures such as a carbon levy or fuel tax on marine fuels, 

proportionate to the greenhouse gases they emit, thereby incentivizing the use of lower-carbon 

alternatives. 

  

As the sole representative of the freight forwarding and logistics industry at the IMO, FIATA has 

submitted a document to the IMO outlining key considerations regarding the implementation of a 

carbon levy, particularly its potential impact on freight forwarders.  

  

Key points highlighted by FIATA in its submission include: 

• Alerting that carbon levies may lead to increased costs for freight forwarders and end 

customers due to the transfer of costs. 

• Highlighting that passing costs down the supply chain may undermine the levy’s goal of 

incentivizing ship owners and operators to reduce emissions. 

• Stressing that micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) may be 

disproportionately impacted by the financial burden of carbon levies. 

• Emphasizing the need for careful management during the implementation of carbon 

levies. 

• Advocating for impact assessments for all stakeholders, especially focusing on the effects 

on MSMEs. 

• Promoting the necessity for transparency and information sharing in transitioning to lower-

carbon fuels. 

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_71bb1551-e442-4430-a89a-3268d9c924f0%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxbkeht2wtvferqp2rkfenu2uxbk5xr6yv39cdwjuvv6ctmp6tbk5xr74tbkecppytk6d5hpabvge9jq6wtde9jprtb1edjq6btj60t3abv6cnh74xb1e9wjyxbkeht2uwv5cnnq6bbgenh6rub35nhpyvbdcnq78bbge9qq0vvkcnj2urb3ehmpyvkk5ntparvmd5qpwb9k60rjuubeetjq6x39cxgq8ubfdrpp6u39dtgq6bbmc5t6etbmd5q6ebbdc5t6jx39dnjg%26n%3D9&data=eJx1ULuunDAQ_Rq24wo_wQXFTTZbJF2KFGmu_AIvyF5jbFj-PsMmSnclS-M5cx6j0T1HlgnBtFQcoYvpkw3yvq4yaFsPyd5Hl9_0w198__O7PH5_xd_8x49fl7VXjwKctcJfEEUE04bWw4B5fffxkXJFrp84VbSxnrSEvun7MMiXeer_qWjzWX7pXc5xrch7hW_w_opl9Ct7ueKbDMfubLLw9RW5AfX6IlWYQ39dP1qkFGIM1ZZSXFNKmlp2QtYE884ILTAdGiAXIFs0LXTfBpMHrzUmXcYzNyiygD3VwjNfSOPcwgKi0jh_4p1GIx93Al65ZZicwQmDmUGl7XYyt90yHU81W5fxnrfBpiXiNA82FFwAZ8_Ej40IbfapbBvX2UeeX3hLoVod45FhD-aiVNtoxbTwPRuoMWWFrIFe5Yk3mcCc6-Ba-gRc7P9zy74xHQLw1GiD46kowoKLx6aMDkvbnbhYlmbbZh0mXJIi1nmYzzMLOcq0ecOWuCsx8yZNpShrM-Q-Ye_nuHRFDSbFyAsRJo9njtcsc5vVqeNWQQ70E_BNmEa4UYATiT8bNd0e
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_71bb1551-e442-4430-a89a-3268d9c924f0%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6cwk5d5kpgx3qc5v6awtecdqpubvecnvq6bvnecpq8rbjcxjq8wtdcdm6jvk15ntpgubgecppyw35e9gq8vvjecpqeubmd0ppuubcdhmpyvkk5nqpcbb4dxp6rrbjecppjvhddtjqebbgdxt78bb3d1gq4tv5ec%26n%3D10&data=eJx1jr2S2yAURp9G7rQjfoUKFUkcF7tdihRpduCCJEsDBgmQ9PbBTtqdoYDL-c79oOfIsK5jIBVH6KL71Th53zbpwNTDau7jFN_gYS-2__Uuzz8_8E_7-fH7svXqkQqzVfg7oohg2tB6GDCv79Y_1liR6xemijbGkpbQN7gPg3zJ1_5_ijZf7U_9FKPfKvKtwrdy_oWltxt7WfFNunOfzGrK1VbkVtDrC6owL-_r9tkipRBjqDaU4ppS0tRSdLImmAvdQYfp0BQ4FdigOdA9DzoOFgATEfHCNfLMYUuhs8wm0kxTYA5RqSf7nAtAIx93UlyxZZg8F6-4yDRKrdjJ0oown0cOZg8c9oVptvjxIAFY5nKPBnTwSWUDLgeusjPgg1jVDMccxB41aMvnvCDmoh-TGsu_P3fCTDcGkfP85E1SVjfep6Sg9PJnXhbmggelqD48X4vvmZvzpHWcg1Fq1EdshVJEozHQmJmB0tyV4qj5CztRt3w%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_71bb1551-e442-4430-a89a-3268d9c924f0%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjytk9c5u62bknecw2wv39edu2uvb1dtgpet9ecdqpubvme9gp6utfcdp6jrvb7xukut9pchj38dhtcrrp2ctj70tk4c35cgt3gc9g6rtkc9k9cgyk0c9q6mw3gcv174tjct9xccw3jrk3chjp4t9k%26n%3D11&data=eJx1jj1z2zAMhn-NvCkngh8SBw1tXQ_J1qFDlxwFUpLFo0xToBT_-zJu19xhAHAPnhfYK-ak1hLNoBg72T651Vy3zazo6jG56zTTC97CKfS_Xs3jzw_4Gd7ffp-2frjlwmwVfGeCcRCNqMcRVH0N8Zao4ucvTJVoXOAtFy94HUfzlKf-_5VovsrP_UwUt4p_q-BS6t-xiWGTTytczPo4ZpdcaUPFLwU9P6EKVJnP23vLhoFJyWonBNRC8KY2nTY1B9VZjRrE2BQ4F9ix5S6OfbQ0BkTgHYFXlkW5QhCogwyZN_N8lysTxs7hc98hm9R08OKiVgL_DE5QZJbltju4b7v78iCvUWYFg18dHnDsXDubIe8DszRFR9qhvcc87MHpKapMI9qolrQP7Uf2mXTEeSkhM2FKEZCWtiEvkEuciE-oJ5XIoy4508M3qO8qHGW_s1bQgqQ_EA--JM-LJwrSvvy5ljcZ-wtTJqz2
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_71bb1551-e442-4430-a89a-3268d9c924f0%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjytk9c5u62bknecw2wv39edu2uvb1dtgpet9ecdqpubvme9gp6utfcdp6jrvb7xukut9pchj38dhtcrrp2ctj70tk4c35cgt3gc9g6rtkc9k9cgyk0c9q6mw3gcv174tjct9xccw3jrk3chjp4t9k%26n%3D11&data=eJx1jj1z2zAMhn-NvCkngh8SBw1tXQ_J1qFDlxwFUpLFo0xToBT_-zJu19xhAHAPnhfYK-ak1hLNoBg72T651Vy3zazo6jG56zTTC97CKfS_Xs3jzw_4Gd7ffp-2frjlwmwVfGeCcRCNqMcRVH0N8Zao4ucvTJVoXOAtFy94HUfzlKf-_5VovsrP_UwUt4p_q-BS6t-xiWGTTytczPo4ZpdcaUPFLwU9P6EKVJnP23vLhoFJyWonBNRC8KY2nTY1B9VZjRrE2BQ4F9ix5S6OfbQ0BkTgHYFXlkW5QhCogwyZN_N8lysTxs7hc98hm9R08OKiVgL_DE5QZJbltju4b7v78iCvUWYFg18dHnDsXDubIe8DszRFR9qhvcc87MHpKapMI9qolrQP7Uf2mXTEeSkhM2FKEZCWtiEvkEuciE-oJ5XIoy4508M3qO8qHGW_s1bQgqQ_EA--JM-LJwrSvvy5ljcZ-wtTJqz2


FIATA fully supports the transition to a more sustainable supply chain while ensuring the interests 
of freight forwarders are safeguarded throughout this vital shift.  
 
 
Ottawa Invests $87.1 Million in Port of Trois-Rivières Expansion 
  
The federal government is investing up to $87.1 million to upgrade the Port of Trois-Rivières, 
aiming to improve cargo flow and reduce congestion. 
  
The funding, provided through the National Trade Corridors Fund, will support the construction of 
a new Pier 16 and the reconstruction of Pier 17. Grain and cereal transportation will be relocated 
to Pier 16, while Pier 17 will be dedicated to unloading aluminum, calcined coke and alumina. 
  
Read more in an article from Inside Logistics. 

 
 
International Business/Government 

  

  

Trump Targets China with Biggest Salvo So Far in Second Term 

  

The Trump administration took aim at China with a series of moves involving investment, trade 

and other issues that raises the risk ties may soon worsen between the U.S. and its top economic 

rival. 

  

In recent days, President Donald Trump rolled out a memorandum telling a key government 

committee to curb Chinese spending on tech, energy and other strategic American sectors. The 

administration also called on Mexican officials to place their own levies on Chinese imports – a 

move that comes after some firms from the Asian nation shifted production to the U.S. neighbour 

to avoid duties the Republican enacted in his first term. 

  

The U.S. also proposed fees on the use of commercial ships made in China to counter the 

nation’s dominance in the production of the vessels.  

  

Taken together, the steps amount to the most sweeping, forceful actions targeting Beijing of 

Trump’s fledgling second term and could complicate a deal to reduce China’s trade surplus with 

the U.S. that the president has indicated he wants to forge. 

  

Read more in an article from gCaptain. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_1e172b01-64c5-45f9-a884-e062c884b7eb%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6jvkkd5j6av3fcxmq6x39cdtjwrv15xkpyxk5e9q6utbeegppcxbechmpwttfdxu78rbqc4ppjvkpcntq8wtd70vjucbd5nmpwbbgdxt78bbfcrpq8wkfd5tjuwk9etmpawk5ecppay3gc5q76ubfdrqg%26n%3D5&data=eJx1jruunDAQQL-G7bjCbygokmxWUaRUKZIussc2LMisbWzM_n18N2mvNMU8zpwZGDkybBgYSMURuugxmk3e911uYFobzX2a0xs83MWNX3_89Mdv-P6r_fblso_qkSuzN_gzoohg2tHWWszbu_OPmBpy_cDU0M44Igh9g7u18iWP4_8t2n10P49zSn5vyKcG32r8W5be7exlxTe5Pctsoqmpa8itotcX1GBe6-v-BxkksOpQyymwljI7tLLvaWs6jqEmShhV4Vxhg5ZAy2F1sg4Akz7hlWvk2YYdhcExl0k3z4FtiEo9u_d-D2jiUyG9HpJgmLwfjrjKNMqiL2QVfVie5xFMCXw51lWzhcuDWDhd4CcZQKelxAOxc_XPc2VmCDwnZczkPZzKwOx8Scnqs_qiCkC9rx4PWwp9SVp0x5JBabZVTqlJn0n0SlmIvs5Xq1laclkHk5yXpfrBe_kkE7AgeFZWxzDVn7f6MvsLQje07g%25%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_1e172b01-64c5-45f9-a884-e062c884b7eb%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjytv3c5r78rb9drq66vvd5xu74xbde0pq8rbjcxjq8wtdcdm6jvk15nvpjx385nh6jtv7cntq8bbkc5p7cvtdedqjutk1e8ppjvhdedjp6vvecgpq8tbjdmqg%26n%3D16&data=eJx1jj1v3DAMhn-Nb3NgfcuDh7bXQxCgU4dkKyxKtk-GdJIsy5d_H-XSNQAH8sXDh4SBI8P6nsGoOEInPSTjx-u2jR5MOyVznZf8BDd3csPvP39DeYOX1_b512kb1G2vzNbgn4gigmlH22nCvL26cEu5IedvTA3tjCOC0Ce4TtP4kKfh_xbtvru_D0vOYWvIjwZfan0tj8Ft7GHFl9G_H4tJprauIZeKnh9Qg3mdz9s_ZJDAqkMtp8Bayqa-HaWkrek4htooYVSF9wobZCM9yqTz5AAwkRmvXKPAPHYUesfcTrplicwjOurFfeYS0Mzng0jdZ8Ew-TyccJVptAt5kFXIaN9zIcCSkEn1OkXOS9Hsvgt6V9p0Idbcwt1GeWQN2nFbVsR8CfZOJPMLt7kI8DlKpVZgQUDJ2uho97wiI0OwZamzDdVrYK6-rKx2ca6_-PoK4h_pE6Q5


Rail and Truck Updates 

  

CPKC Customer Advisory: 2025 Quebec Thaw Restrictions 

  

For CPKC customers shipping to and from the province of Quebec and in preparation for the 

spring weight restrictions, CPKC will be implementing its reduced weight requirements as outlined 

below. 

  

Overweight loads will be returned to the shipper at the payer of freight’s expense. Across 

domestic shipments where CPKC performs the drayage, weights must be reduced and evenly 

distributed in the unit to avoid possible charges and fines associated with the Quebec spring thaw 

restrictions. The payer of freight retains responsibility for any such charges. 

  

Note: At this time, the Ministry website reflects predicted dates. If the Government of Quebec 

issues an earlier date for spring thaw weight restrictions than CPKC’s effective date, the railway 

will advise accordingly. 

  
Last shipping date with regular payload weight 
 


