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Ocean Updates
Indian Port Strikes Threat Ends as Labour Agreement Gets the Green Light

Fears of a strike set to hit Indian government ports have ended as a new five-year labour
agreement is finally approved and the labour tension at the major gateways eases.

The leadership of the country’s six leading dockworker unions had threatened stoppages from
December 17 to secure a government nod to the enhanced wage and pension rules reached with
port managements in September.

Read more in an article from The Loadstar.

U.S. Port Efficiency Rankings Spark Heated Debate as ILA-USMX Labour Negotiations
Intensify

The International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA) leadership is challenging recent media
narratives about U.S. port efficiency, as tensions escalate over port automation ahead of a critical
January 2025 deadline.

The media claims stem from the Container Port Performance Index (CPPI), an annual report by
the World Bank and S&P Global Market Intelligence. Released in June 2024, the latest CPPI,
covering data from 2023, highlights the dominance of East and Southeast Asian ports, which
secured 13 of the top 20 spots. U.S. ports, however, failed to make the top 50, with Charleston
ranking 53rd and Philadelphia 55th. By contrast, major U.S. container ports like Los Angeles,
Long Beach and New York/New Jersey ranked 375th, 373rd and 92nd, respectively.

The report comes as the ILA and the U.S. Maritime Alliance (USMX) are embroiled in a
contentious battle over port automation, with a January 15, 2025, deadline looming for their
labour contract negotiations. The dispute has already sparked a three-day strike at U.S. East and
Gulf Coast ports in October and raises concerns of further disruptions in January.


https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c586549c-503d-4f82-9e1f-4b388810a0bc%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyx38cnp6yrb4edu62whecdqpubv9dtj6jrbe5nr6ywkm5ntq8wk9ddjjutk5c5t2uvvpcnt2urbk5np62rkfent2urb7e9jpavb5dtu2urbge1t6yxk5cgqg%26n%3D4&data=eJx1jstugzAURL-G7IjwE3vBolWa_kFVdVP5CcGyA8aG8Pd1km4jXcl3rJlzR3UUGMI5UUJSAA66iyaIy7KIoExto7n0Qzqqqz_47kd8oNvnd5Jfbj4snbzm4lkq-A4wQBA3uLYW0vrip2tMFTq9IFW4MR61CB_VxVrxgMfuP4WbV_dzN6Q0LRV6q-C5zDMsJr-QBxWeRdi3wURTVl-hc7GeHqYK0qJPy68ijBLMVU0apGtsGay5AbbGEjHGQCMaqYo5F7MB44y31epkvVIQsQQd1WAiAXqsuCc-o2YYZhIAFnrw93-mQE_7DTHNU0sguh-OsMA0yC3bkGvZPO43xFSY6B4lNjpTWCorPU9ZrlynkY5RGhIi3TdXoGlmm-Naj2NOjiiSYF7XSYXyRulI4cDorHnq1vBxEqskOuW77g1IdL-VXD_3pUsoVfAfUh-kng%25%25

Read more in an article from gCaptain.

DP World Expands Port Saint John Capacity

DP World and Port Saint John have welcomed two of the largest cranes ever deployed at the
port, marking a major step in enhancing container handling capacity and operational efficiency.

The new additions aim to bolster the port’s role in global trade and strengthen Saint John’s
position as a key Atlantic gateway.

The cranes, each with an outreach of 65 metres and capable of spanning 24 containers wide, can
service vessels exceeding 10,000 TEUs. Their arrival increases the port’s total to six quay
cranes, the highest capacity in its history.

The arrival of the cranes coincides with the completion of the port's $250-million modernization
project.

Read more in an article from Inside Loaqgistics.

Technology
APEC Leaders Commit to Enabling and Promoting the Electronic Bill of Lading

On November 16, the leaders and trade ministers of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC), covering more than 60% of global trade, concluded their summit by issuing declarations,
which include a strong commitment to promoting the use of electronic trade-related documents
and the electronic bill of lading (eBL) in particular.

Research has shown that switching away from the transfer of physical, paper-based bills of lading
could save stakeholders around $6.5 billion in direct costs, enable $30 billion to $40 billion in
annual global trade growth, transform the customer experience, and improve sustainability. The
“Machu Pichu Declaration” of the APEC leaders is a major milestone to unlocking these benefits
for all stakeholders in international trade.

Read more in an article from the American Journal of Transportation.

FIT Alliance’s 2024 Survey Shows Steady Rise of Electronic Bill of Lading Adoption
Globally

The FIT Alliance, co-founded by BIMCO, DCSA, FIATA, ICC and SWIFT, this week announced
the results of its 2024 survey on electronic bills of lading (eBL). The survey shows a steady rise in
eBL adoption and underlines the importance of stakeholder collaboration in driving further
progress.

In the two years since the first eBL survey was undertaken in summer 2022, the proportion of
users adopting eBL has risen steadily. The share of dual-format users (those using both paper
and electronic bills of lading) has surged from 28.0% in 2022 to 41.7% in 2024. As a result, the
overall adoption rate — encompassing users of eBLs exclusively or alongside paper BLs — has
risen from 33.0% to 49.2%.

In other words, nearly half of respondents now incorporate eBLs in some capacity, and 74.7% of
paper-only users plan to transition to eBLs, up from 58.0% in 2022. Within this group, 32.2%
intend to adopt within the next two years, compared with 22.0% in 2022.


https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c586549c-503d-4f82-9e1f-4b388810a0bc%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjytv3c5r78rb9drq66vvd5xujuwtde1qq4x1dcnk6cub3d5jpwrvt5nt62vkbd5q6ewtdedr62wkb5nm6arbmcnj2ut35c9gq8t9dc5tjuubcc4pqawvdf0pprrb2dxt2uvk5cxqq8ub1ehmpyvkk5nmpwx35dttpjtkt5w%26n%3D5&data=eJx1kEuO2zAMQE_j7DywPlTkhRdTpOkNiqKbQqLkODbkSLJkObevknY7ABck8fhIEAdBLPQ9oNKCkJMZol3VfdvUirYdo73fpvSBD3dyw2_1nR0_fiX9cwmnbdCPXJmtod8IJ4zyjrfjSEV7d_4RU8MuX5ga3lnHzox_4H0c1Vseh_9TvPtqfx6mlPzWsM-GXmv8G1bebfC20qtan2Wy0dbUNexa0csbaqio9WX7gyAF8B5b6Jhp-Shp21sytlwzKSXpVKexwrnClsyBl300aXSIlMlEF2GIh5U6jr0Dl1k3TQFWwpWZ3KsvkdzErTBp-nQGyl6LI60yQ_JZFracZZifaWcI8Syj7k0MQuy7gSPPuSRjSQj8IAbXRWDWzMDsS9wTrEnQfdEGgrAvzkRBy6JhdUJF7XCdaU4MsL8FmXqDkOacNSL3QZXdjJ33MWpqjkTzvgAeIcisiZ2cf-7LUj2-HAxMffCclgSlXr7Ww-EvSzS1iw%25%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c586549c-503d-4f82-9e1f-4b388810a0bc%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6jvkkd5j6av3fcxmq6x39cdtjwrv15xhp2w31cdmq8y9fchr2uxvfe9p68bb5f1r62vk4ecpq0vvjegpq6rb9dtu2uukfd1q2urv1e1gp6ubmf4qg%26n%3D6&data=eJx1jrtuwzAMRb_G2RxYz0iDhxZp-gdF0aXQ044NOZIsyc7fV0m7FuBAEofnUvUUGMI5UUJSAA66j2YR13UVizKtjeY6jOmobu7g-i_xhvb3zyQ_5nBYe3nLlVkb-AowQBB3uLUW0vbq_C2mBp3_MTW4Mw6dED6qq7XiKY_93xXu_svP_ZiSXxv00sBLrd9j4d1KnlZ4Ect9G000tXUNulT0_IQaSOt8Xr8VYZRgrlrSId1iy2DLDbAtlogxBjrRSVXhXGEDpoC3YnWyTimIWIIz1cCTBTqsuCMuo24cA1kAFnp0jz1TYKDDhpjm6UQgegRHWGUa5BPb0HxiYbrvJZgt0KnMsyYTFQVZtbtAd8SVTtMWCyD76OGGgNIusDu3aoww78Ua7imTklgQKSwzNsqHrpTJDD7QKLlOGeY8Ww0CzNVjwOBpls7iMNRflvoK_QEiLaOB
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_c586549c-503d-4f82-9e1f-4b388810a0bc%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq62ukfegq66vvd5xq6axvk5xkprvv2c5p2uv35c5j6awkk5nhpyvbdd5u2ux3f5njpwrb2dhmpwttdc5q68bbge9qpuvvmd5q6ebbmd1jjutbccnhq8wkfdtmp6bb2d5p6rbbfcrpprrb4d5q6e%26n%3D11&data=eJx1j8tu4zAMRb_G2bmwHlTkhRcdZNI_KAazKfS0Y0OOJEuy8_dV024LcEES595LqoEhA30PSkiG0EkP0azitm1iVaa10dzGKb2ouzu54b_4S463f0m-L-G0DfKeK7M1-A-iiGDa0dZazNqb8_eYGnL5xamhnXHkTOiLulkrnuZx-FHR7rf8PEwp-a0hrw2-1voWC-82eLriq1gf-2Siqa1ryLWilyfUYFbny_ahgDOgvWqhI7qlluO2N8i2VBLOOepEJ1WFc4UNmgPdi9XJOqUw4QkvTCMPK3ZU9Q5cJt00BVgRFXpyX3uu0MjGnXDdpzNg8hUccTXTKJ_5TpYzD_PjKMHsgeG8WDMGxkrRcAQmjrLAsfhYClbgcS4EFMxM7MsC6-QfRWoNGeeDWFhnv0eJa67fU9IKAuNSjqYPPpfidJ2NlE6jec5JKrVOge9LfcZ5JqsOPItSWhW9j1HSJ1-PXeutCH0CQdmxEA%25%25

Read more in an article from the American Journal of Transportation.
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