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Ocean Updates

Update: Port of Montreal Labour Negotiations

December 22

On December 22, the Maritime Employers Association issued the following update.
"Parties have had several mediation meetings in the last weeks, supported by the
experts of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, and more meetings are
planned in January.
"We want to remind you that a demand for maintaining essential activities, in
accordance with the requirements of the Canada Labour Code, is still pending at the

Canada Industrial Relations Board.

"The CIRB has requested more information [from] the parties, [with] responses [due]
at the end of January; no pressures tactics can occur before a ruling.

"Our priority remains the signing of a negotiated collective agreement."



This means that no labour disruption is possible until the ruling has been made, which
appears to be moving into February at the earliest. The port remains fully functional in the
meantime.

Carriers Are 'Price Gouging,' Claim Shippers as FAK Rates Skyrocket

December 22

Shippers are accusing Asia-North Europe ocean carriers of ‘price gouging’ as FAK (freight
all kinds) rates being quoted for January shipment go through the roof.

The Loadstar has been inundated with messages from shipper contacts who just cannot
believe the level of rates being quoted by carriers.

“We expected our rates to be increased next year, but not to this level, and apparently they
are non-negotiable,” said one UK-based NVOCC.

“This has cemented their $3,000 January GRIs and more,” said a forwarder contact.

And a shipper contact, importing bulk commodities into the UK from China, said carriers
were refusing to accept his heavy boxes, although he said one line had quoted him $3,000
for each 20ft.

“I was only paying $435 per 20ft a month ago,” he said, “I have no hair left!”

Read more in an article from The Loadstar.

Red Sea Drone and Missile Attacks Continue Undeterred Despite Coalition
December 26

Attacks on commercial shipping coming from Yemen continued on December 26,
apparently undeterred by the multinational coalition led by the United States. While no
vessels reported being hit, the Houthi rebels reiterated that they are targeting Israeli
shipping interests and ships trading with Israel.

U.S. Central Command reported that U.S. forces shot down 12 one-way attack drones,
three anti-ship ballistic missiles and two land attack cruise missiles over a 10-hour period
on December 26.

The U.S. Pentagon asserted that more than 100 drones and missiles have been launched
against commercial ships from 35 nations.

Read more in an article from The Maritime Executive.

Maersk Prepares to Return to Red Sea Under U.S.-Led Protection
December 26
A.P. Moller-Maersk A/S said it's preparing to resume shipping through the Red Sea, thanks

to a new multinational maritime task force to protect vessels from attacks by Houthi rebels
from Yemen.
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“We are currently working on plans for the first vessels to make the transit and for this to
happen as soon as operationally possible,” the company said on December 24 in an
advisory. “While doing so, ensuring the safety of our employees is of the utmost
importance and our number one priority in handling the challenging situation in the Red
Seal/Gulf of Aden area.”

The announcement came just two days after the company said it envisions chaos in the
Red Sea — caused by drone attacks from Houthis over the Israel-Hamas war — to continue
for months.

Read more in an article from the American Journal of Transportation.

Hapag-Lloyd Says Red Sea Route Still Too Dangerous
December 27

Shipping giant Hapag-Lloyd AG said it will keep its vessels away from the Red Sea even
after the launch of a U.S.-led taskforce to protect the key trade route from militant attacks.

The container liner said it will continue to reroute its vessels via the Cape of Good Hope, a
detour of several thousand miles.

Read more in an article from the American Journal of Transportation.

Maersk Ship Attacked in Red Sea, Carrier Reconsidering Its Red Sea Policy
December 31

The Red Sea has been a difficult place to operate for Western shipping interests for weeks,
but this weekend, the boxship Maersk Hangzhou had a particularly tough time of it. On
Saturday, she was hit by an unknown object, and on Sunday, assailants attempted to
board her by force — only to be repelled by U.S. Navy helicopters.

The aircrews attempted to ward off the small craft with verbal warnings, but the attackers
opened fire on the helicopters. The helicopter crews returned fire, destroying three of the
boats and killing their crews, according to Central Command. The remaining boat fled the
area.

Maersk has decided to reconsider its policy on the Red Sea route. "In light of the incident —
and to allow time to investigate the details of the incident and assess the security situation
further — it has been decided to delay all transits through the area until 2nd January," the
carrier said.

Read more in an article from The Maritime Executive.
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Rail and Truck Updates
CBP Reopens Key Ports of Entry for Freight Trains at U.S.-Mexico Border
December 22

U.S. Customs and Border Protection reopened the three international border bridges at
Eagle Pass and El Paso, Texas, on December 22, allowing freight rail operations to

proceed through those checkpoints.

The agency had suspended freight rail operations at three border bridges connecting
Texas and Mexico in response to increased levels of migrant smuggling operations in the

region.

Read more in an article from FreightWaves.

CPKC Customer Advisory: Update on Temporary Embargo Issued for Laredo &
Brownsville Gateways

Issued December 22 (and still in effect as of December 31)

U.S. Customs and Border Protection has communicated that railway processing operations
at Eagle Pass and El Paso, Texas resumed beginning December 22 at 14:00 EST.

CPKC'’s temporary embargoes KCSM003223 and KCSM003323 impacting southbound
intermodal empty containers and certain agricultural commodity traffic destined to Mexico
remain in effect at this time. Both embargoes include a permit provision and embargoes
can be rescinded or altered at any time.

For embargo details, click here.

Why Recent State Laws Make It Harder to Hold Trucking Companies Liable for

Accidents
December 27

Several states have enacted laws that can pose significant challenges for individuals
seeking to hold trucking companies liable for accidents. These legislative shifts have been
implemented even as large truck fatalities continue to rise. The National Safety

Council reports a 49% increase in deaths related to large truck accidents over the past

decade.
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Intense lobbying by the trucking industry has driven many of these legal changes.
Proponents of the new laws claim that the rise of huge verdicts in truck accident
cases threatens to drive carriers out of business, applauding limits placed on

compensation awarded to crash victims.

Arguments are being made from both sides of the table, and it is clear that these changes
have implications for both accident victims and the trucking industry as a whole.

Read more in an article from Commercial Carrier Journal.

Canadian Business/Government
War Makes Canada’s Trade Outlook Uncertain
December 26

Wars in Ukraine and Palestine, in addition to ongoing localized conflicts in Syria, Yemen,
Sudan, Myanmar and other countries, are having an impact on international trade: higher
costs, insecurity, disruptions, a slowdown in investments in production and exports, lower

growth rates and hardship for civilian populations.

The last decades brought globalization and freer trade, generally leading to improved
economic well-being, but the world has now entered a new era, where geopolitics is

bringing a new kind of trade protectionism, if not economic isolationism.

Read more in an article from Inside Logistics.



https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_ba2671a0-2d15-4f09-a64f-4612cc242233%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq66rvachmpeubmc5p2wrvfdmqq4tb7enp62x39dxq76bv1e9u6jrvccmqk2d9p6rr3ectp5xtq8rbmcmpprrbqecppurbbcmppjx1dd1gq4t35e8pq8vtdd1qprt1deht7arvbd5q6ebb3dxpq0rbed5jq6bbcd5gp4v355nk6ywhdc5hp6ub4cnq78wtzenu6uqv3c5pq0rb9cxq3uta2enp6rtbmd5q5ychm60rk0ch6enu6uqvdcnj6jxbd7njpurb9dgk7ax3dbxtpyxbjcdjkurbnehqq0ubcdxu0%26n%3D12&data=eJx1UDuPnDAQ_jVsxwk_gYLiotVGipQyTZrIL2Ah9trGBu_9-gyba09y4Zn5XjNq4MiwvmdKSI7QRQ_ROHHfNuGUqcdo7tOc3tTDXuzw88f17_eP9ff1F3WXbZCPDJitwt8QRQTThtbjiHl9t_4RU0WuXyhVtDGWtIS-qfs4ipd4HD5ZtPnKPw9zSn6ryHuFb_D-k4W3G3up4ptwz2M20cDXVuQG0OsLVGEO9XX7IwXmLRJNjTViNR2bvhacjjXlCCuFKcaEADgD2KAl0GMfdRotjEiX8Mo18sxhS1Vvmc2kmefAHKJCz_bsdwpNfDpIp_vUMkxO44hBTKPcdgdZ2y4sz7IHcwTO4y7UbL3J0irm8RHBzIZAk2yN8xwX0usSWi53ZPrMl7grZcOKde95jMSo5FlJoYvAt97HKINR3uco5VkvBWmNJtAjzHQ-dHuCOviYkDZzakXcpWaBGymJLj40URrNlsCBrtnk6U4YcyuHk2rFZs-zpMoF2CN9GJd5DjuB3CevVyWQnAQ-c8ckLeiyJyzHm7g2auafeK3cwpcideuWM2evp7UVhWhZkn8WuSi9rNB3Zg6hyZCj5AZu6OCECP8Dw3bouw%25%25
https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fciffa.apms5.com%2Fanywhere%2Fm%3Fs%3Dciffa%26m%3Ds_ba2671a0-2d15-4f09-a64f-4612cc242233%26u%3De1jq4wvfdtfmcc238t2k6d1p5n2m4c9m5mu30hhq5n14adhm5n2m8c1g6gw38d9t7523a%26r2%3Dd1u78w3k78qjyxvqewq6jvkkd5j6av3fcxmq6x39cdtjwrv15xqq0ubed5qpwwtfexgq4bbdc5npawtdcdgpwrb4c5tjux3jc5j6abbfenu6rvvfdcpqavk3cnt78rb9drqkyxbmdnfp6rbde1gpjtve7njm4xbcdhjq8ubebwt38c1h60t2cxbmdnfputb4d5upufb5dngpjv16enu6uqvkdxuq4rv57ngqax3fe1mprvvm%26n%3D15&data=eJx1kbuO2zAQRb9G7rQQn5IKFQkEB1hgyzRpAj4lSyFNUnzI-frQzrYLsBgOz72XgxETBYqMIxGMUwAucgrKsttxMCtUq4O6LWt8E3dzMdPH-_znx9_91_wT28sx8XuqzNHA7wADBHGHW60hbW_G3UNs0PyFU4M7ZVCP8Ju4ac1e5mH6VOHuq_w0rTG6o0HfGnit57-YOXOQlyu8MvsoqwqqlqZB14rOL6iBtN7n4zdnkPaAdS2UgLRYd2PLKNYtpgAKATGECFU4VViBzeOStYza1Cc0RLhTCRyx0GAxGmIS6tbVEwswk6t59gcBFroUNMgx9gSiZ3CA1UyC1A8F7f3gt8eZvSqebnnfJdkoy0iL03h6olHIuJWQATm97xJXknhXStTqXDzmXApiHStRCrm4EjgWJG7pRJt4-nCulU005Ppp4TzLOxI29kPgowx-f5zcSKsdDVwqsLgtZtXbzeCTC7lufqh5vERUh1hpF6H45FPkWJLkkuZE2qrLgD5zks-7PJPHIZPeLp6dSCtgXM2vu6C2jg3IP3KMzgQ%25

